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PREFACE. 



The following poem is found in two manuscripts; 
one in the British Museum, London, manusc. Cotton. 
Calig. A. IX, of the first half of the thirteenth cen- 
tury; the other in the library of Jesus College, Ox- 
ford, Arch. I. 29, of the latter half of the thirteenth 
century. It has been twice printed; by Stevenson^ 
in 1838, from the Cotton manuscript with a few 
readings of the Jesus College manuscript, and by 
Th. Wright, in 1843, from the Cotton manuscript 
alone. I have now tried to give a critical edition 
of it, founded on a careful collation of both manu- 
scripts, the different readings of which are noted at 
the bottom of the page. Consistency in the spelling 
I have observed as far as possible. How I have 
succeeded in my endeavours to restore my text to 
its original perfection my readers may decide. 

I thankfully acknowledge the continual assistance 
of Mr F. J. Furnivall, the zealous promoter of old 
English literature. 

Kkefeld, 2 March 1868. 

F. H. Stratmann. 



Ich pas in one sumere dale [n^s- Cotton, fol. 233 a 

In one spipe di^ele hale °^®- ^^^- ^^^- ^^^*3 

Iherde ich holde grete tale 

An(e) ule and one nihtegale 
5 pat plaid pas stif and stare and strong 

Sum hpile softe and lud a mong 

And eiper a^en oper spal 

And let pat iivele mod ut al 

And eiper seide of opres custe 
10 ))at aire porste pat hi puste 

And hure and hure of opres songc 

Hi heolde plaiding spipe stronge 
pe nihtegale bigon pe speche 

In one hurne of one breche 
15 And sat up one faire bo)e 

par pere abute blosme ino^e 

In ore paste picke hegge 

Imeind mid spire and grene segge 

Heo pas pe gladre for pe rise 
20 And song a feole cunne pise 

Bet puhte pe drem pat he pere 

Of harpe and pipe pan he nere 

Bet puhte pat he pere ischote 

Of harpe and pipe pan of prote 
25 po stod on old stoc par bi side 

par pe ule song hire tide 

And pas mid ivi al bigrope 

Hit pas pare ule eardingstope 

1 wes Arch, — 2 swij)e ArcK suj)e Cot, — dyelc Arch, — 4 ule 
Arch, bule Cot, — nybtcgale Arch, ni3tingale Cot, — 5 plait Cot, — 
6 pile Cot, hwile Arch, — 7 an Cut, — eyjjer Arch, aij)er Cot. — 
ayeyn Arch, — swal Arch, sual Cot, — 8 & Cot, — wole Cot, for 
uvele — 9 oJ)eres Cot, — 10 alere Cot, — wrste Arch, — ywuste 
Arch. — 11 oJ)ere Cot, — 12 holde Cot. and Arch, — sujje Cot, — 
13 ni)tingale Cot, — J)o speke Arch, — 14 beche Arch, — 15 yaire 
Cot, and Arch. — bowe Arch, — 16 J)at Arch, — blostme inowe 
Arch, — 17 vaste Jjikke Arch, — 19 bo Cot, be Arch, cmp, I, 934 — 
gladd' Arch, gladur Cot. — vor Cot. and Arch. — 20 veole Arch, 
velc Cot. — 21 bet J)U)te Cot, — 23 isbote Cot, — 25 stok Arch, 
— 26 J)o ule Cot, — 28 bule Cot, — erdingstowe Arch, 

1 



pe nihtegale hi ise^ 
30 And hi hiheold and oversea 

And puhte pel ful of pare ule 

For me hi halt loplich and fule 

Unpiht heo seide a pey pu fleo [ms. Arch. fol. 229 b] 

Me is pe purs pat ich pe seo 
35 Ipis for pine fule lete [ms. Cot. foL 233b] 

Pel oft ich mine song forlete 

Min heorte atflihp and fait mi tunge 

Hponne pu art to me iprunge 

Me luste bet speten pane singe 
40 Of pine fule ^o^elinge 

peos ule abod fort hit pas eve 

Heo ne mihte no leng bileve 

For hire heorte pas so gret 

pat pel ne^ hire fnast atschet 
45 And parp a pord par after longe 

Hu pincpe nu hi mine songe 

Penst pu pat ich ne cunne singe 

Se) ich ne cunne of pritelinge 
ome pu dest me grame 
50 And seist me hope teone and schame 

3if ich pe heolde on mine fote 

So hit bitide pat ich mote 

And pu pere ut of pine rise 

pu scholdest singe an oper pise 
55 pe nihtegale ^af anspare 

3if ich me loki pip pe bare 

And me schilde pip pe blete 

Ne recche ich noht of pine prete 

3if ich me holde in mine hegge 

29 nhtingale Cot. — iseyh Arch. — 30 bihold Cot. biholde]) Areh. 
— 31 J)u)te Cot. — wl (= vul) Oo/. — hule Cot. — 32 lodlich Cot. 
and Arch. — 33 ho sede Cot. — flo Cot, — 34 wurs Arch, wrs 
Cot. — so Cot. iseo Arch. — 35 wle Cot. — 36 ofte Arch. — fiir- 
lete Arch. — 37 horte atfli]? Cot. — tonge Cot. — 38 ponne Cot. 
hwenne Arch. — 40 howelynge Arch. — 41 ]>os hule Cot. — 4^ 
ho Cot. — mi)te Cot. — 43 vor Cot. — horte Cot. — 44 neyh 
Arch, — atset Arch. — 46 hw Arch. — 47 pest Cot. wenesta 
Arch, — 48 ]>e Arch. — 49 grome Ar<^. — 50 tone Cot. — scho- 
me Arch. — 51 if Arch. — holde Oot. — vote Arch, uote Cot. — 
54 sholdest Oot. — pse Cot. wise Areh. — 55 yaf Arch. — answare 
Cot. onsware Areh. — 56 wij) Arch, pit Oot. — 58 no)t Cot. nouht 
Art^. 



60 Ne recche ich never hpat pu segge 

Ich pot pat pu art unmilde 

pip heom pat ne mu^e (heom) from pe schilde 

And pu tukest prope and uvele 

Hpar pu miht over smale fu^ele 
65 For pi pu art lop al fu^elcunne [ms. Arch. fol. 229 c] 

And alle heo pe drivep heonne 

And pe bischrichep and bigredep 

And pel narepe pe biledep 

And ek for pe pe sulve mose [ms. Cot. fol. 233 c] 
70 Hire ponkes polde pe totose 

pu art loplich to biholde 

And pu art lop in monie folde 

pi bodi is schort pi speore is smal 

Grettere is pin heved pan pu al 
75 pin(e) e^en beop colblake and brode 

Riht spo hi peren ipeint mid pode 

pu starest so pu pille abiten 

Al pat pu miht mid clivre smiten 

pi bile is stif and scharp and hoked 
80 Riht so an opel pat is croked 

Par mid pu clackest oft and longe 

And pat is on of pine songe 

Ac pu pretest to mine flesche 

Mid pine clivres poldest me mesche 



85 



90 



>e pere icundere to one frogge 
)at sit at mulne under cogge 
Snailes mus and fule pihte 
Beop pine cunde and pine rihte 
)u sittest a dai and iiihst a niht 
)u cupest pat pu art on unpiht 



60 nev' Cot, — phat Cot. hwat Arch, — 62 wij) Cot, and Arch, — 
muwe Arch, — fro se Cot, — 64 hwar Arch, whar Cot, — mijt CoU 

— vowele Arch, — 65 vor Cot, and Arch, — fuelkunne Cot, fowel- 
cunne Arch, — 66 ho Cot, — honne Cot, — 67 biscrychej) Arch, 

— bigredet Cot, — 68 biledet Cot, — 71 lodlich Cot. and ArcK — 
73 short Cot. scort Arch, — spore Cot, swere Arch, — 74 gret- 
ture Arch, — 75 eyen Arch, — boj) Cot, — 76 ri)t Cot, — so 
Arch, — ho Cot, — 78 mist Cot. — 79 sarp Arch, — 80 ri)t Cot. 

— as on Arch, — owel Cot, ewel Arch, — 81 clackes Cot, clechest 
Arch, — ev* a mong Arch, for oft and longe — 83 fleshe Cot, vley- 
sse Arch, — 84 meshe Cot, meysse Arch. — 85 icundur Cot, — 86 
wanting in Cot, — 87 pi)te Cot, wihte Arch, — 88 bo)) Cot, — ri)te 
Cot, — 89 flyst Arch, flijt Cot. — ni)t Cot, 
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pu art loplich and unclene 

Bi pine neste ich hit mene 

And ek bi pine fule brode 

pu fedest on heom a pel ful fode 
95 Pel postu pat hi dop par inne 

a fulep hit up to pe chinne 

Heo sittep par so hi beo bisne 

Hpar bi men seggep a foibisne 

Dahet habbe pat ilke best [ms. Arch. fol. 229 d] 

100 pat fulep his o;e nest 

)at oper ^er a faucun bredde 

lis nest noht pel he ne bihedde 

par to pu stele in o day 

And leidest par on pi fule ey [ms. Cot. fol. 233 d] 
105 po hit bicom pat he hahte 

And of his eyre briddes prahte 

He brohte his briddes mete 

Biheold his nest ise^ hi ete 

He ise) bi one halve 
110 His nest ifuled uthalve 

pe faucun pas prop pip his bridde 

And lude ^al and sterne chidde 

Seggep me hpo havep pis ido 

Ou nas never icunde par to 
115 Hit pas idon ou a lope custe 

Seggep me ^if ^e hit piste 

po cpap pat on and cpap pat oper 

Ipis hit pas ure o^e broper 

)at 3eond pat havep pat grete heved 
120 pai pat hit nis par of bireved 

^eorp hit ut mid pe aire furste 

)at his necke him toberste '^ 

91 lodlich Cot, and Arch, — 94 horn CoU — 95 wel Arch, vel Cot, 
— 97 ho Cot, — bo Cot, — 98 bwar Arch, pax (par?) Cot, — seg- 
get Cot, — 99 dehaet Arch, — 100 ope Cot, owe Arch, — 101 
faukun Cot, — 102 nojt Cot, nowiht Arch, — 104 fole Cot, — 105 
ha)te Cot. hayhte Arch, — 106 prahte Cot, wrauhte Arch, — 107 ho 
bro)te Cot, heo brouhte Arch, — 108 bihold Cot, — iseyh Arch, — 
111 wij) Arch, pit Cot, — 112 yal Arch, — sturne Arch, — 113 
segget Cot. — po bavet Cot, — 114 eu Arch, — Jjer Arch, — 
115 loj) wiste Cot, — 116 segge Cot, — 117 quej) Arch, — quad 
Cot. — 118 it Cot, — ojer Cot, owe Arch, — 119 J)e jond Cot, J)at 
yeonde Arch, — haved Cot. — 120 hi Cot, he Arch, — 121 worp 
Cot, werp Arch, — vyrste Arch, prste Cot, 
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pe faucun ilefde his bridde 
And nom pat fule brid a midde 
125 And parp hit of pan pilde boje 
pat pie and crope hit todro^e 
Her bi men seggep a bispel 
Pe3 hit ne beo fulliche spel 
Al so hit is bi pan ungode 
130 fat is icumen of fule brode 
And is imeind pip freo monne 
Ever he cup pat he com ponne 
)at he com of pan adeleye [nis. Arch. fol. 230 a] 

)e^ he a freo neste leie 
135 pe) appel trendli from pon treope 
)ar he and oper mide greope 
)e3 he beo par from bicume 

ie cup pel hponene lie is icume [ms. Cot. fol. 234 a] 
peos pord a^af pe uihtegale 
140 And after pare longe tale 

Heo song so lude and so scharpe 
Kiht so me grulde schille harpe 
peos ule luste piderpard 
And heold hire e^en neoperpard 
145 And sat tospoUe and ibol^e 

Al so heo hadde one frogge ispolje 
For heo pel piste and pas ipar 
pat heo song hire a bisenilr 
And no pe les heo jaf andspare 
150 Hpi neltu fleon into pe bare 
And schepi hpeper unker beo 
Of brihter heope of fairer bleo 

123 levede Arch, — ibridde Arch, — 125 bope Cot, bowe Arch, cmp, 
I. 15 — 126 todrope Cot. todrowe Arch. — 127 J)er Arch. — 128 
bo Cot. — 131 meind Cot. a?id Arch. — pit fro Cot. — 132 J)enne 
Arch, — 134 fro Cot. — 135 fron Cot. — J)e Arch, — trope Cot. 
treo' Arch. — 136 mid grope Cot. grewe Arch. — 137 bo Cot. — 
138 phonene Cot. hwenene Arch. — 139 ])os Cot. — nijtingalc Cot. 
— 141 he Cot. — 142 rijt Cot. — 143 ])os hule Cot. — 144 hold 
Cot, — e^e Cot. eyen Arch, — noferpad Cot. nejjerward Arch. — 
145 tosuolle Cot. — ibolye Cot. tobolewe Arch, — 146 ho Cot. — 
hedde Arch. — isuolje Cot. iswolwe Arch, — 147 ho Cot. — 148 
ho Cot, — 149 na Arch. — ho Cot. — andsuare Cot. ondsware 
Arch, — 150 phi Cot. hwy Arch. — flon Cot, — 151 schewi Arch, 
sepi Cot, — Jjare (pare V) Cot. for hpe]>er — bo Cot. — 1,52 bri)- 
ter Cot, briht' Arch. — hope Cot, hewe Arch, — yairar bio Cot. 
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No pu havest scharpe clape 

Ne kepe ich noht pat pu me clape 
155 pu havest clivres spipe stronge 

)u tpengest par mid so dop a tonge 

)u pohtest so dop pine ilike 

Mlid faire porde me bispike 

Ich nolde don pat pu me raddest 
160 Ich piste pel pat pu me misraddest 

Schamie pe for pine unrede 

Unpro^en is pi spikelhede 

Schild pi spikeldom from pe lihte 

And hud pat po)e a mong pe rihte ^ 
165 Hpanne pu pilt pin unriht spene 

Loke pat hit ne beo isene 
1»\ For spikeldom havep schome and hete [ms. Arch. fol. 

3if hit is ope and under^ete 230 b] 

Ne spedestu noht mid pine unprenche 
170 For ich am par and can pel blenche 

Ne helpp noht pat pu beo so priste 

Ich polde fihte bet mid liste [ms. Cot. fol. 234:b] 

pan pu mid alle pine strengpe 

Ich habbe on brede and ek on lengpe 
175 Castel god on mine rise 

pel fiht pat pel fliht seip pe pise 

Ac lete pe a pei peos cheste 

For spiche pordes beop unpreste 

And fo pe on mid rihte dome 
180 Mid faire porde and mid isome 

)e) pe ne beon at one acorde 

^e mu)e bet mid fayre porde 

Mpute cheste and bute fihte « 

?laidi mid foje and mid rihte 



153 pel scharpe Cot — 154 kep Cot — nojt Cot — 155 cUvers 
Cot — swij>e Arch, suj)e Cot — 156 tuengst Cot — 157 J)05test 
Cot J)OUtest Arch, — ifiche Arch, — ' 158 biswike Cot and Arch, 

— 161 schomye Arch. — J)m Cot — 162 unwryen Arch, — suikelhe- 
de Cot swikehede Arch, — 163 Jjine Cot, — suikeldom Cot swike- 
dom Arch. — vram Cot, — li)te Cot, — 165 J)ane (pane V) Cot, — 
167 suikedom Cot swikedoin Arch, — haved Cot, — 169 sped- 
destu no)t Cot, — Jjin Arch, — 171 to(V) Cot — 172 vi)te Cot 

— 173 al Cot and Arch, — 174 ech Cot — 176 fi)t Cot — fli)t 
Cot — 177 J)os Cot — 178 suiche Cot suche Arch, — boj) Cot 

— 179 rijte Cot — 180 some Arch, — 181 bo Cot — 182 mawe 
Arch. — 183 pitute Cot, — 184 sojje Arch, for fo)e 



185 And mai ure eiper hpat he pile 

Mid rihte segge and mid skile 
J)o cpap pe ule hpo schal us seme 

])at cunne and pille riht us deme 

Ich pot pel cpap pe nihtegale 
190 Ne parf par of beo no tale 

Maister Nichole of Guldeforde 

He is pis and par of porde 

He is of porde spipe gleu 

And him is lop evrich unpeu 
195 He pot insiht in eche songe 

Hpo singep pel hpo singep pronge 

And he can schede from pe rihte 

pat po^e pat puster from pe lihte 
pe ule one hpile hi bipohte ^ 
200 And after pan pis pord up brohte 

Ich granti pel pat he us deme [ms^ Arch, fol 230 c] 

For pe3 he pere hpile breme 

And leof him pere nihtegale 

And oper pihte gente and smale 
205 Ich pot he is nu spipe acoled 

Nis he for pe nopiht afoled [ms. Cot. fol. 234 c] 

pat he for pine olde luve 

Me a dun legge and pe buve 

Ne schaltu nevre so him cpeme 
210 pat he for pe fals dom deme 

He is nu ripe and fastrede 

Ne lust him nu to none unrede 

Nu him no lust na more pleie 

He pile gon a rihte peie 
215 pe nihtegale pas al ^are 

Heo hadde ileorued pel aihpare 

Ule heo seide seie me sop 

Hpi dostu pat unpihtes dop 

185 hure Cot, ur Arck. — pat hi Cot, — 187 quaj) Cot. and Arch. 
— J)u (pu?) Cot. — 188 kunne Cot. — 190 ]>er Arch. ^ ho Cot. — 
192 an Cot.— 193 dome suj)e Cot. — 195 eucbe Arch. — 196 po 
singet Cot. — 197 con Arch. — vrom Cot. — rijte Cot. — 198 lijte 
Cot. — 199 J)o hule Cor. — pile Cot. — bijjojte Cot. — 200 brojte 
Cot. — 202 pile Cot. — 203 lof Cot. — nijtmgalc Cot. nibtingal© 
Arch. — 205 sut)e Cot. — 206 no)t Cot. — 207 love Cot. — 20& 
abuve Arch. — 209 queme Cot. and Arch. — 215 ware Arch, — 
216 ho Cot. — had Cot. hedde Arch. — ilorned Cot. — aiware Cot, 
ihware Areh. -r- 217 hnle bo sede Cot. 
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pu singest a niht and noht a dai 
220 And al pi song is pai la pai 
pu miht mid pine songe afere 
AUe pat iherep pine ibere 
)u schrichest and ^oUest to pine fere 
)at hit is grislich to ihere 
225 Hit pinchep hope pise and snepe 
Noht pat pu singe ac pat pu pepe 
)u flihst a niht and noht a dai 
)ar of ich pundri and pel mai 
7or evrich ping pat schunep riht 
230 Hit luvep puster and hatep liht 
And evrich ping pat luvep misdede 
Hit luvep puster to his dede 
A pis pord pe) hit beo unclene 
Is fele manne a mupe imene 
. 235 For Alfred king hit seide and prot [ms. Arch, fol 230 d] 
He schunep pat hine ful pot 
Ich pene pat pu dost al so 
For pu flihst hihtes ever mo 
And oper ping me is a pene 
240 pu havest a niht pel brihte sene [ms. Cot, fol 234d] 
Bi daie pu art stareblind 
pat pu ne sihst ne bo^ ne strind 
A dai pu art blind oper bisne 
par bi men seggep a forbisne ■ 

245 Riht so hit farp bi pan ungode I 

pat noht ne isihp to none gode ] 

And is so ful of uvele prenche 1 

pat him ne mai no man atprenche \ 

And can pel pane pustre pai 
250 And pane brihte lat a pai 

So dop pat beop of pine . cunde 
Of lihte nabbep hi none/imunde 
peos ule luste spipe longe 

222 here]) Arch, — 223 schirchest Cot. scrichest Arch, — 228 wndri 
Cot, and Arch, — 229 schuniet Col, schonie]) Arch, — 230 luviej) 
Arch, — hatiet Cot, — 231 is lof Cot, for luve]) — 233 bo Cot, — 
234 monne Arch, — 236 schunet Cot, — wl Cot. — 239 an CoU 
for and — 242 sichst Cot, syst Arch, — bouh of lind Arch, — 244 
segget Cot, — 246 su]) Cot, — 248 atprenche Cot, aprenche Arch, 
— 249 J)ene Arch, — J>urste Cot. — 251 boj) Cot, — 253 ))0S hule 
Cot. — 8uJ)e Cot, 
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And |>as ofteoned spipe stroiige 
255 Heo cpap pu hattest nihtegale 

pu mihtest bet hoten galegale 

For pu havest to monie tale 

Lat pine tunge habbe spale 

pu |»enest pat pes dai beo pin o^e 
260 Lat me nu habbe mine pro^e 

Beo nu stille and lat me speke 

Ich pille beon of pe apreke 

And lust hu icli con me bitelle 

Mid rihte sope pipute spelle 
265 pu seist pat ich me hude a dai 

)ar to ne segge ich no nai 

And lust ich telle pe hpar fore 

Al h|>i hit is and hpar fore 

Ich habbe bile stif and stronge [ms. Arch. fol. -231 a] 
270 And gode clivres scharp(e) and longe 

So hit bicumep to havekes cunne 

Hit is min hilite hit is mi punne 

)at ich me dra^e to mine cunde 

'.^e mai no man par for (me) schende [ms. Cot. fol. 
275 On me hit is (ful) pel isene '^^^^] 

For rihte cunde ich am so kene , 

For pi ich am lop smale fu^ele 

pat fleop bi grunde and bi puvele 

Hi me bichirmep and bigredep 
280 And heore flockes to me ledep 

Me is leof/to habbe reste 

And sitte stille in mine neste 

For nere ich never no pe betere 

pe^ ich mid chavling and mid chatere 
285 Heom schende and mid fule porde 

So herdes dop oper mid schitporde 

Ne lust me pip pe screpen chide 

254 oftoned suj) Cot, — 255 lio Cot, — attest Cot. — 259 bo Cot, 
— owe Arch, — 260 J)rowe Arch. — 262 wile Arch, — beo Arch. 
bon Cot, — 263 hw Arch, — 264 wij)ute Arch, pitutc Cot, — 266 
nich ne Cot, nik no Arch, — 267 pare vore Cot, — 268 pi Cot, — 
270 clivers Cot, clevres Arch, cmp, I, 156 — 272 hijte Cot, — 274 
I)are vore Cot. — 276 vor ri^te Cot, — 277 fo^le Cot, vowele Arch. 
cmp, I, 04 — 278 flo]) 'Cot, — an Cot, — 279 bichermet Cot, — 280 
hore Cot, — 281 lof Cot. — 284 J^eyh Arch, pii (^-if ?) Cot, — chang- 
ling Arch, — 285 horn Cot. — 287 wi]) Arch, pit Cot. 

2 
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For pi ich pende from heom pide 

Hit is a pise moiine dome 
290 And hi hit seggep pel ilome 

pat me ne chide pip pe gidie 

Ne pip pan ofne me ne ^eonie 

At sume sipe herde ich telle 

Hu Alfred seide on his spelle 
295 Loke pat pu ne beo pare 

par chavling beop and cheste ^are 

Lat sottes chide and forp pu go 

And ich am pis and do al so 

And ^et Alfred seide an oper side 
300 A pord pat is isprunge pido 

pat pip pe fule havep imene 

Ne cumep he never from him clene 
^Penestu pat havec beo pe porse [ms. Arch. fol.231b3 

pe} crope bigrede him bi pe mersche 
305 And gop to him mid heore chirme 

Riht so hi pille pip him schirme 

pe havec fol^ep gode rede 

He fliht his pei and lat hi grede [ms. Cot. fol. 235 b] 

3et pu me seist of oper pinge 
310 And telst pat ich ne can noht singe 

Ac al mi reorde is poning 

And to'ih^re grislich ping 

pat nis noht sop ich singe efne 

Mid fuUe dreme and lude stefne 
315 pu penest pat ech song beo grislich 

)at pine pipinge nis ilich 

Mi stefne is bold and noht unorne 

Heo is ilich one grete home 

And pin is ilich one pipe 
320 Of one smale peode unripe 

Ich singe bet pan pu dest 

pu chaterest so dop on Irisch prest 

Ich singe an efne a rihte time 

290 segget Cot. — 291 pit Cot. — 292 ^onie Cot. — 293 i Cot. 
and Arch. — 294 sede Cot. — 296 changling Arch. — 297 vorj) Cot. 
and Arch. — 303 havek Arch, — wrse Arch, — 304 mershe CoU 

— 305 hore Cot. — 307 folewe]) Arch. — 308 & flijt Cot. — 309 
oj)' Cot. — 310 tellest Arch. — 311 rorde Cot. — 312 hire CoU 

— 315 bo* Cot. — 317 blod & no)t Cot. — 318 ho Cot. — 320 JK>- 
de Cot. — 322 prost Cot. p'st Arch. — 323 eve Cot. 
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And seopfje lipon hit is bedtime 
325 pe pridde sipe a middelnilite 

And so ich mine song adihte 

Hpone ich iseo arise feorre 

Oper dairim oper daisteorre ''^m 

Ich do god mid mine J)rote ^ 
330 And |»arni men to heorc note 

Ac pu singest alle longe niht 

From eve fort hit is dailiht 

And evre lestep pin o song 

So longe so pe niht is long 
335 And evre cropep pi precche crei 

pat he ne spikep niht ne dai 

Mid pine pipinge pu adunest [ms. Arch. fol. 231c] 

pas monnes earen par pu piinest 

And makest pine song so iinpiht 
340 l)at me ne telp of pe nopiht 

Evrich mur^J^e mai so longe ileste 

pat heo schal liki pel unpreste [ms. Cot, fol. 235 c] 

For harpe and pipe and fii^eles song 

Mislikep ^if hit is to long 
345 Ne beo pe song never so murie ^ 

pat he ne schal pinche iinmurie 

3ef he ilestep over iinpille 

So pu milit pine song aspille 

For hit is sop Alfred hit seide 
350 And me hit mai in boke rede 

Evrich ping mai leosen his godhede 

Mid unmepe and mid overdede 

Mid este pu pe miht overcpatie 

And overfuUe makep platie 
355 And evrich mur^pe mai agon 

3if me hit halt evre forp in on 

Bute one pat is godes riche ^ 

324 ioppo pon Cot. 8e))]>e hwenne Arc?i, — 325 ad Cot — 327 i- 
BO O*. — veorre Arch, vorre Cot, — 328 dayrewe Arch, — dai- 
Bterre Cot — 329 ic Arch, — 333 seist Cot for lestej) — 338 wu- 
nest Cot and Arch, — 339 unpurj) Cot — 340 J)a Cot — tellej) 
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Arch» — 350 ine Cot. — 351 losen Cot, lesen Arch, — 353 mijt 
Cot, maist Arch. — ov'quatie Cot, and Arch, — 354 wlatie Cot and 
Arek. — 356 an Cot. — mure3j)e Cot, cmp. I, 341 
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)at evre is spete and evre iliclie 

)e3 pu iiiiiie evre of pan le2)e 
300 Hit is evre ful bi hepe 

^under hit is of godes i-iche 

)at evre spenp and evre is iliche 
3et pu me seist on oper scliome 
pat ich am on mine e^en lome 
365 And seist for pat ich fieo bi nihte 

)at ich ne mai iseo bi lihte 

)ii licst on me hit is isene 

)at ich habbe gode sene 
7or nis no so dim pusternesse 
370 pat ich ever iseo pe lesse 

)u penest pat ich ne mu^e iseo 
J^'or icli bi daie noht ne fieo [ms. Arch, fol, 231 d] 
pe hare lutep al (pe) dai 
Ac no pe les iseo he mai 
375 3if hundes ui'nep to him pard 

He gengp pel spipe a wey pard [ms. Cot. fol. 235 d] 
And hokep papes spipe uarepe 
And havep mid him blenches jarepe 
He hupp and start spipe cove 
380 And sechep papes to pe grove 
Ne scholde he for hope his e^e 
So don ^if he pe bet ne ise^e 
Ich mai iseon so pel so on hare 

)e3 ich bi daie sitte an dare 
385 par ahte men beop in peorre 
And farep hope ner and feorre 
And overfarep feole peode 
And dop bi nihte gode neode 

358 swetc Arch, suete Cot — 359 evere OoU toaniing in Arch. — 
o))))an Cot, — 361 wunder CoU and Arch. — 362 ev' Cot, — 363 
5Ut Cot, — an Arch, — oj)' shome Cot. — 364 an CoU for am — 
eye Arch, — 365 an Cot, — flo Cot, — 366 iso be li)te Cot, — 
367 liest? — 369 vor Cot, and Arch, — nones Cot, — ])estemesse 
Arch. — 370 ev' iso Cot. — lasse Cot, — 371 mwe iseo ArcK 
mijte iso Cot. — 372 flo Cot. — 375 eorne]) Arch. — 376 suijje a 
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Cot, — bo Arch, — 382 do Arch, — ne iseye Arch, nise^e Cot. — 
383 ison Cot, iseo Arch. — 384 a Arch. — 385 ajte Cot, aubte 
Arch. — porre Cot, worre Arch. — 386 neor Arch. — an forre Cot, 
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Ich fol^i pan ahte manne 
390 And fleo bi nihte in heore banne 
)e nihtegale in hire pohte 

Atheold al pis and longe pohte 

Hpat heo par after mihte segge 

For heo ne mihte noht alegge 
395 pat pe ule hadde hire ised 

For heo spac hope riht and red 

And hire ofpuhte pat heo hadde 

pe speche so feor forp iladde 

And pas aferd pat hire anspare 
400 Ne purpe noht a riht ifare 

Ac no pe les heo spac boldeliche 

For he is pis pat hardeliche 

^ip his fo berp grete ilete 

)at he for arehpe hit ne forlete 

405 For spich porp bold ^if pu flihst 

pat pile fleo ^if pu nispicst 

3if he isihp pat pu nart are^ [ms. Arch. fol. 232 a] 

He pile of bore purchen bare) 

And for pi pe) pe nihtegale 
410 pere aferd heo spac bolde tale [ms. Cot. fol. 236 a] 
Ule heo seide hpi dostu so 

)u singest a pinter po la po 

)u singest so dop hen(ne) a snope 

Al pat heo singep hit is for pope 
415 A pintere pu singest prope and )omere 

And evre pu art dumb a sumere 

Hit is for pine fule nipe 

pat pu ne miht mid us beo blipe 

For pu forbernest pel ne) for onde 
420 Hpane ure blisse cumep to londe 

pu farest so dop pe ille 

Evrich blisse him is unpille 

Grucching and luring him beop rade 

389 J)ane Arch, — a)te Cot, —390 an flo Cot, — ni)! Cot, —393 hwat 
heo Arch, pat he Cot, — 394 vor ho Cot, — 398 for Cot, — 
399 oferd Cot, — 400 j>Tpe no)t a ri)t Cot. — 401 he Cot. — 
403 is vo Cot, — 404 vor are)J)e Cot. — 405 vor suich Cot. — 
406 pie flo Cot, — isuicst Cot. swykst Arch, — 407 isip Cot. — 
areh Arch, — 408 prchen Cot, wurche bareh Arch, — 411 hule ho 
Cot. — hwi Arch, pi Cot, — 412 winter Arch, pint' Cot, — 416 an 
Cot, — 418 mi)t Cot, — 419 vor Cot. — pel omitted in Arch. — 420 
pane Cot. hwenne Arch, — 422 ever ich Arch. — 423 boj) Cot. 
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3if he iseop pat men beop glade 
42j5 He polde pat he ise^e 

Teres in evrich monnes e^e 

Ne rohte he pe^ flockes pere 

Imeind bi toppes and bi here 

Al so pu dost on pire side 
430 For hpanne snou lip picke and pide 

And alle pihtes habbep sor^e 

pu singest from eve fort a mor^e 

Ac ich alle blisse mid me bringe 

Ech* piht is glad for mine pinge 
435 And blessep hit hpanne ich cume 

And hihtep a^en mine cume 

pe blostme ginnep springe and sprede 

Bope in treo and ek on mede 

>e lilie mid hire faire |>lite 
440 Polcumep me pat pu hit |>ite 

!}id me mid hire faire bleo 

fat ich schulle to hire fleo [ms. Arch. fol. 232 b] 

pe rose al so mid hire rude 

pat cumep ut of pe pome pude [ms. Cot. fol. 236 b] 
445 Bid me pat ich schulle singe 

For hire luve one skentinge 

And ich so do pur^ niht and dai 

pe more ich singe pe more ich mai 

And skente hi mid mine songe 
450 Ac no pe les noht overlonge n/ 

Hpane ich iseo pat men beop glade 

Ich nelle pat hi beon to sade 

Hpane is ido for hpan ich com 

Ich fare a^en and do pisdom 
455 Hpane mon ho^ep of his scheve 

And falepi cumep on grene leve 

Ich fare hom and nime leve 

Ne recche ich noht of |>interes reve 

424 iso)) Cot, — 426 ev' iche Arch. — 427 rojte Cot rouhte Arch, — 
430 vor panne Cot. — 431 sorewe Arch. — 432 to a mo rewe Arch. — 
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Hpane ich iseo pat cumep pat harde 
460 Ich fare horn to min(e) erde 

And habbe bope luve and pone 

pat ich her com and hider sponc 

Hpane min erende is ido 

Scholde ich bileve nai hpar to 
465 For he nis noper ^ep ne pis 

pat longe abid par him neod nis 
peos ule luste and leide an hord 

Al pis mot pord after pord 

And after pohte hu heo mihte 
470 Anspere finde best mid rihte 

For he mot hine ful pel bipenche 

pat is aferd of plaites prenche 
pu aischest me pe ule sede 

Hpi ich a pinter singe and grede 
475 Hit is gode monne ipune 

And pas from pe porlde frume 

pat ech god man his freond icnope [ms. Arch. fol. 232 c] 

And blisse mid heom sume pro^e [ms. Cot. fol. 236 c] 

In his huse at his horde 
480 Mid faire speche and faire porde 

And hure and hure to cristes masse 

Hpane riche and povre more and lasse 

Singep cundut niht and dai 

Ich heom helpe hpat ich mai 
485 And ek ich penche of oper pinge 

pane to pleien oper to singe 

Ich habbe her to gode anspare 

An on iredi and al ^are 

For sumeres tide is al to plonc 
490 And dop misreken monnes pone 

For he ne recp noht of clennesse 

Al his poht is of golnesse 

For none dcor no leng nabidep 

459 pan Cot. hwanne ArcK — 462 hid' sponk Cot, — 463 hwanne 
Arch, pan Cot, — 464 par Cot. — 466 nod nis Cot, no neod is Arch, 

— 46y he mi^te Cot, — 470 ansuere Cot, onswere Arch, — 471 
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Ac evrich upon oper ridep 
495 pe sulve stottes in pe stode 

Beo|) hope pilde and merepode 

And pu sulf art par a mong 

For of golnesse is al pi song 

And a^en pat pu pilt teme 
500 pu art yel modi and pel breme 

Sone so pu havest itrede 

Ne mihtu leng a pord icpepe 

Ac pipest al so dop a mose 

Mid cokeringe mid stefne hose 
505 ^ei pu singst porse pan pe heisugge 

pat flihp bi grunde a mong pe stubbe 

Hpane pi lust is ago 

panne is pi song ago al so 

A sumere cheorles apedep 
510 And forcrempep and forbredep 

Hit nis for luve no pe les [ms. Arch. fol. 232 d] 

Ac is pes cheorles pode res [ms. Cot. fol. 236 d] 

For lipane he havep ido his dede 

Ifallen is al his boldhede 
515 Habbe he istunge under gore 

Ne last his luve no lenger more 

Al so hit is on pine mode 

So sone so pu sittest a brode 

pu forleost al pine pise 
520 Al so pu farest on pine rise 

Hpane pu havest ido pi gome 

pi stefne gop an on to scheme 

Ac hpane nihtes cumep longe 

And bringep forstes starke and stronge 
525 panne erest hit is isene 

Hpar is pe snelle hpar pe kene 

At pan harde me mai afinde 

Hpo gep forp hpo lip bihinde 

495 ine Cot, — 496 boj) Cot. hep Arch. — marewode Arch. — 498 
golnysse Arch. — 499 ayeyn Arch. — pet Cot. — wilt Arch, wit Cot. 
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Me mai iseon at pare neode 
530 Hpan me schal harde pike beode 

panne ich am snel and pleie and singe 

And hihte me mid mi skentinge 

Of none pintre ich ne recche 

For ich nam non aspunde precche 
535 And ek ich frovri fele pihte 

pat mid heom nabbep none mihte 

Hi beop ho^fulle and pel arme 

And sechep ^eorne to pe parme 

Oft ich singe for heom pe more 
540 For lutli sum of heore sore 

Hu pincp pe artu jet inume 

Artu mid rihte overcame 
Nay nay sede pe nihtegale 

pu schalt ihere an oper tale 
545 3et nis peos speche ibroht to dome [ms. Arch.fol. 233 a] 

Ac beo pel stille and lust nu to me [ms. Cot. fol, 237 a] 

Ich schal mid one bare porde 

Do pat pi speche purp forporpe 
pat nere noht riht pe ule sede 
550 pu havest bicleoped al so pu bede 

And ich pe habbe ijive anspare 

Ac ar pe to unker dome fare 

Ich pille speke topard pe 

Al so pu speke topard me 
555 And pu me anspare jif pu miht 

Seie me nu pu precche piht 

Is in pe eni oper note 

Bute pu havest schille prote 

pu nart noht to non oper pinge 
560 Bute pu canst of chateringe 

For pu art Intel and unstrong 
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And nis pi re^el nopiht long 
• Hpat dostu godes a mong manne 

Na mo pene dep a precche pranne 
565 Of pe ne cumep non oper god 

Bute pu gredest spich pu beo pod 

And beo pi piping overgo 

Ne beop on pe craftes na mo 

Alfred sede pat pas pis 
570 He mihte pel for sop hit is 

Nis no man for his bare songe 

Leof ne purp noht spipe longe 

For pat is a forporpe man 

pat bute singe noht ne can 
575 pu nart bute on forporpe ping 

On pe nis bute chatering 

pu art dim and of fule heope 

And pinchest a Intel soti cleope 

pu nart fair ne pu nart strong [ms. Arch. fol. 233 b] 
580 Ne pu nart picke ne pu nart long [ms. Cot. fol. 237 b] 

pu havest imist al of fairhede 

And Intel is al pi godhede 

An oper ping of pe ich mene 

pu nart fair ne pu nart clone 
585 Hpane pu comest to manne ha^e 

par pornes beop and ris idraje 

Bi hegge and bi picke peode 

par men gop oft to heore neode 

par to pu drajst par to pu punest 
590 And oper clene stede pu schunest 

H|>an ich fleo nihtes after muse 

Icn mai pe finde at pe rumhuse 
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564 J)e Cot, — , doj) Arch, — percche Cot, — wrenne Arch, — 566 
swich Arch, suich Cot, — bo Cot, be Arch, — 569 seyde Arch, 

— wes Arch, — 571 mon ArcK — is Cot, — 572 prj) Cot, wrj) 
Arch, — no)t 8uJ)e Cot. — 573 vor Cot, and Arch, — furwrte Arch, 

— 574 nojt Cot, naht Arch, — 575 o furwrpe Arch. — 5y7 heowe 
Arch, hope Cot, — 578 litel Arch, — dope Cot, clewe Arch, — 579 
fayr Arch, — no Cot, — 580 ))ikke Arch, — • 581 al not in Arch, 

— 582 an Cot, — al not in Arch, — godede Cot, — 584 vair Cot. 
iejT Arch, — 585 pane Cot, hwanne Arch, — monne ;hawe Arch, 

— 586 idrawe Arch, — 587 weode Arch, pode Cot. — 588 hore 
node Cot, — 589 draust Arch, — pnest Cot, wenst Arch. — 590 
Btude Arch, — 591 nihtes Cot, nyhtes Arch, — 592 i Cot, — vinde 
Cot, and Arch, — ate ruhuse Cot, 



19 

A moDg pe peode a mong pe netle 

)u sittest and singst bihinde pe setle 
595 par me mai pe ilomest finde 

)ar men peorpep hore bihinde 

3et pu atpitest me mine mete 

And seist pat ich fule pihtes ete 

Ac hpat etestu pat pu ne li^e 
600 Bute attercoppe and fule fli^e 

And purmes ^if pu miht finde 

A mong pe folde of harde rinde 

3et ich can do pel gode pike 

For ich can loki manne pike 
605 And mine pike beop pel gode 

For ich helpe to manne fode 

Ich can nimen mus at berne 

And ek at chirche in pe derne 

For me is leof to cristes huse 
610 To clansi hit pip fule muse 

Ne schal par nevre cume to 

Ful piht 5if ich hit mai ifo 

And ^if me lust on mi skentinge [ms. Arch. fol. 233 c] 

To pernen oper puninge [ms. Cot. fol. 237 c] 

615 Ich habbe at pude treon pel grete 

Mid picke bo)e no ping blete 

Mid ivi grene al bigrope 

pat evre stont iliche iblope 

And his heou never ne forleost 
620 Hpan hit sniup ne hpan hit freest 

par in ich habbe god ihold 

A pintre parm a sumere cold 

Hpane min hus stont briht and grene 

593 pode Cot wede Arch, — 595 be may Arch, — 596 porpej) 
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Of pine nis nopibt isene 

625 3^^ P^ ^® ^^Is* of oper pinge 

Of mine briddes seist gabbinge 

pat heore nest nis noht clene 

Hit is fele oper pihte imene 

For hors a stable and oxe a stalle 
630 Dop al pat heom pule par falle 

And lutle childre in pe cradele 

Bope cheorles and ek apele 

Dop al pat in heore ^eojepe 

pat hi forletep in heore du^epe 
635 Hpat can pat ^ongling hit bihede 

3if hit misdep hit mot nede 

A forbisne is of olde ifurne 

pat neode makep old pif ume 

And ^et ich habbe an oper andspare 
640 piltu to mine neste fare 

And loki hu hit is idiht 

^i{ pu art pis leorni pu miht 

Mi nest is hol^ and rum a midde 

So hit is softest mine bridde 
645 Hit is ibroiden al abute 

From pe neste feor pipute 

par to hi gop to heore neode 

Ac hpat pu menest ich heom forbeode [ms. Cot. fol.237d 

pe nimep ^eme of manne bure ins. Arch. fbl. 233 d] 
650 And after pan pe makep ure 

Men habbep a mong opre ipende 

A rum bus at heore bures ende 

For pat hi nellep to feor go 

And mine briddes dop al so 

624 no Jjing Cof. — 625 oj)' Cot. and Arch. — 627 no)t Cot nouht 
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655 Sitte nu stille chaterestre 

Nere pu never ibunde fastre 

Her to ne findestu never andspare 

Hong up pin ax nu pu miht fare 
pe nihtegale at pisse porde 
660 pas pel ne^ ut of rede iporpe 

And pohte jeorne on hire mode 

3if heo oht elles understode 

3if heo cupe oht bute singe 

pat mihte helpe to oper pinge 
665 Her to heo moste andspere finde 

Oper mid alle beon bihinde 

And hit is spipe strong to fihte 

A^en sop and a^en rihte 

He mot gon to al mid ginne 
670 Hpan pe heorte beop on pinne 

And pe man mot oper segge 

He mot bihemmen and bilegge 

3if mup pipute mai bipreo 

pat me pe heorte noht niseo 
675 And sone mai a pord misreke 

par mup schal a^en heorte speke 

And sone mai a pord missteorte 

par mup schal speken a^en heorte 

Ac no pe les ^et upe pon 
680 Her is to red hpo hine con 

For never nis pit so kene 

So hpane red him is a pene [ms. Cot. fol 238 a] 

panne erest cumep his ^ephede [ms. Arch. fol. 234 a] 

Hpone hit is aire mest on drede 
685 For Alfred seide of olde cpide 

And )ut hit nis of heorte islide 
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Hpone pe bale is aire hecst 

))onne is pe bote aire necst 

For pit pest a mong his sore 
690 And for his sore hit is pe more 

For pi nis nevre mon redles 

Ar his heorte beo pities 

Ac 5if pat he forleost his pit 

ponne is his redpurs al toslit 
695 3if be ne con his pit atholde 

Ne fint he red in one folde 

For Alfred seide pat pel cupe 

Evre he spac mid sope mupe 

Hpone pe bale is aire hecst 

700 panne is pe bote aire necst 

pe nihtegale al hire ho^e 

Mid rede hadde pel bitoje 

A mong pe harde a mong pe tohte 

Ful pel mid rede hire bipohte 
705 And hadde andspere gode ifunde 

A mong al hire harde stunde 
Ule pu axest me heo seide 

3if ich con eni oper dede 

Bute singen in same tide 
710 And bringe bKsse feor and pide 

Hpi axestu of craftes mine 

Betere is min on pan a lie pine 

Betere is o song of mine mupe 

pan al pat evre pi cun cupe 
715 And lust ich telle pe hpar fore 

Postu to hpan man pas ibore [ms. Cot. foL 238 b] 

To pare bUsse of heoveneriche 

)ar ever is song and mur^pe iliche [ma. Arch. foL 2H b] 

>ider fundep evrich man 
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720 pat eni ping of gode can 

For pi me singp in holi chirche 

And clerkes ginnep songes pirche 

pat man ipenche bi pe songe 

Hpider he schal and par beon longe 
725 pat he pe mur^pe ne for^ete 

Ac par of penche and bi^ete 

And nime ^eme of chirche stevene 

Hu murie is pe bKsse of hevene 

Clerkes munekes and canunes 
730 par beop peos gode piketunes 

Arisep up to middelnihte 

And singep of pon hevenelihte 

And preostes upe londe singep 

Hpane pe liht of daie springep 
735 And ich heom helpe hpat ich mai 

Ich singe mid heom niht and dai 

And heo beop alle for me pe gladdere 

And to pe songe beop pe raddere 

Ich parni men to heore gode 
740 pat hi beon blipe on heore mode 

And bidde pat hi moten iseche 
)an ilche song pat ever is eche 
[u pu miht ule sitte and clinge 

Her a mong nis no chateringe 
745 Ich graunti pat pe go to dome 

Tofore pe sulve pope of Rome 

Ac abid ^ete no pe les 

pu schalt ihere an oper pes 

Ne schaltu for (al) Engelonde 
750 At pisse porde me atstonde [ms. Cot fol. 238 c] 

Hpi atpitestu me mine unstrengpe 

And mine ungrete and mine unlengpe 

And seist pat ich nam noht strong 

For ich nam noper gret ne long [ms. Arch. fol. 234 c] 
755 Ac pu nost never hpat pu menst 

724 pid' \CoU - bon Cot, ben Arch. — 727 stefhe Arch. — 728 
hovene Cou — 730 boj Jos Cot, — picketunes Cot, — 732 Je 
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Arch, — 737 an ho bol) Cot. — 739 here Cot. — 740 hore Cot, — 
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r- 748 bles Areh. by a later hand — 751 pi atuitestu Cot. — 753 
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Bute lese pordes pu me lenst 

For ich can craft and ich can liste 

And par fore ich am pus priste 

Ich can pit and song manteine 
760 Ne triste ich to non(e) oper maine 

For sop hit is pat seide Alfred 

Np mai no strengpe a^en red 

Oft spet p(3l a lute liste 

par muche strengpe solde miste 
765 Mid lutle strengpe pur^ ginne 

Castel and bur) me mai ipinne 

Mid liste me mai palles felle 

And peorpe of horse cnihtes snelle 

Uvel strengpe is Intel purp 
770 Ac pisdom ne purp never unpurp 

pu miht iseo purh alle ping 

pat pisdom navep non evening 

An hors is strengur pan a mon 

Ac for hit non ipit ne con 
775 Hit berp on rugge grete semes 

And dra^p bi speore grete temes 

And polep hope )erd(e) and Spure 

And stont iteid at mulne dure 

And hit dep pat mon hit hot 
780 And for pan pat hit no pit not 

Ne mai his strengpe hit ischilde 

pat hit nabu^p pe lutle childe 

Mon dep mid strengpe and jnid pitte 

)at oper ping nis non his fitte 
785 pe) aUe strengpe at one pere 

Monnes pit ^et more pere [ms. Cot. fol. 238 d] 

For pe mon mid his crafte 

Overcumep al eorpliche schafte [ms. Arch. fol. 234d] 

Al so ich do mid mine one songe 
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790 Bet pan pu al pe ^er longe 

For mine crafte men me luviep 

For pine strengpe men pe schuniep 

Telstn bi me pe purs for pan 

])at icli bute anne craft ne can 
795 3if tpeie men gop to prastlinge 

And eiper oper faste pringe 

And pe on can spenges spipe fele 

And can his prenches pel forhele 

And pe oper ne can speng bute anne 
800 And pe is god pip eche manne 

And mid pon one leip to grunde 

Anne after oper a lutle stunde 

Hpat parf he recche of mo spenge 

Hpone pe on him is spo genge 
805 pu seist pat pu canst fele pike 

Ac ever ich am pin unilike 

Do pine craftes a lie to gadere 

3et is min on heorte betere 

Oft hpan hundes foxes drivep 
810 )e cat ful pel him sulve livep 

^e^ lie ne cunne prench bute anne 

^e fox so godne ne can nanne 

^^e) he cunne so fele prenche 

/>at he penp eche hunde atprenche 
815 For he can papes rihte and po^e 

And he can hongi bi pe bo)e 

And so forleost pe hund his fore 

And turnp a^en eft to pan more 

pe fox can creope bi pe heie 
820 And turne ut from his forme peie [ms. Cot. fol. 239a] 

And eft sone cume par to 

ponne is pes hundes smel fordo [ms. Arch. fol. 235 a] 
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He not piirh pe imeinde smak 

Hpeper he schal forp pc a bak 
825 3if pe fox mist of al pis dpole 

At pan ende lie creoi^p to hole 

Ac na pe les mid alle his ]>renche 

Ne can he hine so bipenche 
)e) he beo ^ep and spipe snel 
830 pat he ne leost his rede fel 

)e cat ne can prench bate enue 

Xoper bi dune ne hi fenne 

Bute he can climbe spipe pel 

]^av mid he perep his greie fel 
835 Al so ich segge hi me seolve 

Betere is min on pan pine tpelve 
Abid abid pe ule seide 

]h\ gest al to mid spikelhede 

Alle pine pordes pu bileist 
840 pat hit pincp sop al pat pu seist 

Alle pine pordes beop isliked * 

And so bisemed and biliked 

pat alle peo pat hi afop 

Hi penep pat pu segge sop 
845 Abid abid me schal pe ^ene 

Nu hit schal purpe p'el isene 

pat pu havest muchel ilo^e 

Hpone pi losing beop unpro^e 

pu seist pat pu singest mancunne 
850 And techest heom pat hi fundiep heonne 

Up to pe songe pat evre ilest 

Ac hit is aire pundre mest 

3at pu darst li^e so opeliche 

^enest pu hi bringe so lihtliche [ms. Cot. fol. 239 b] 
855 To godes riche al singinde 

Nai nai hi schule pel atinde [ms. Arch. fol. 235 b] 

823 ))urs Cot. — 824 vorf Arch, avor]) Cot. — bak Cot. for a bak 
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and Arch. — 831 kat Arch. — kan Cot. — anne Cot, — 832 venne 
Cot. and Arch. — 835 mi Cot. my Arch. — solve Cot, — 836 beter 
Arch. — twelve Arch. — 837 ule Cot. and Arch. — 838 swikelhede 
Arch, spikelede Cot. — 841 bo]) Cot. — 843 ))0 Cot. heo Arch. — 
avo]) Cot. and Arch. — 846 ])U Cot. for nu — shal t)rj)e Cot, wr])e 
Arch. — 847 Howe Arch. — 848 unwrowe Arch. — 849 singist Cot. 

— 850 hom Cot. — honne Cot. — 852 wundre Arch, pnder Cot. 

— 85d singinge Cot. — 856 shulle Cot, — avinde Cot. 



27 

pat hi mid longe pope mote 
Of heore sunnen bidde bote 
Ar hi mote ever cume pare 
860 Ich rede pi pat men beo pare 
And more pepe pane singe 
)at fundep to pan heovenkinge 
j'or nis no man piputen sunne 
For pi he mot ar he pende heonne 
865 Mid teres and mid pope bete 

)at him beo sur pat er pas spete 
)ar to ich helpe god hit pot 
."^e singe ich heom no foliot 
For al mi song is of longinge 
870 And imeind sum del mid poninge 
)at mon bi me hine bipenche 
>at lie groni for his unprenche 
Mid mine songe ich hine pulte 
pat he groni for his gulte 
875 3if pu gest her of to disputinge 
Ich pepe bet pane pu singe 
3if riht gop forp and a bak prong 
Betere is mi pop pane pi song 
pe) sume men beon purhut gode 
880 And purhut clene on heore mode 
Heom longep heonne no pe les 
pat (hi) beop her po is heom pes 
For pe) hi beon heom seolve ibor^e 
Hi ne seop her nopiht bute sor^e 
885 For oper men hi pepep sore 

And for heom biddep cristes ore 
Ich helpe monne on eiper halve 
Mi mup havep tpeire cunne salve [ms Cot. fol 239 c] 
pan gode ich fulste to longinge 
890 For hpan hin longep ich him singe [ms. Arch. fol. 285 c] 
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And pan sunfuUe ich helpe al spo 

For ich him teche hpare is |?o 

^et ich pe )ene in oper pise 

For hpane pu sittest on pine rise 
895 pu dra)(e)st men to flesches luste 

)at pilep pine songes luste 

Al pu forleost pe mur^pe of hevene 

For par to navestu none stevene 

Al pat pu singst is of golnesse 
900 For nis on pe non holinesse 

Ne penep na man for pi pipinge 

pat eni preost in chirche singe 

3et ich pe pile an oper segge 

3if pu hit const a riht bilegge 
905 Hpi nultu singe an oper peode 

Hpar hit is muchele more neode 

pu never ne singest in Irlonde 

Ne pu ne cumest noht in Scotlonde 

Hpi nultu fare to Norpeie 
910 And singen men of Galepeie 

par beop men pat Intel cunne 

Of songe pat is bineope pe sunne 

Hpi nultu pare preoste singe 

And teche of pire pritelinge 
915 And pisi heom mid pire stevene 

Hu engles singep in pe hevene 

^u farest so dop an idel pel 

>at springep bi burne pat is snel 

And let fordru^e pe dune 
920 And flopep on idel par a dune 
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Ac ich fare hope norp and sup 

In everich londe ich am cup [ms. Cot. fol. 239 d] 

East and pest feor and ner 

Ich do pel faire mi mester [ms. Arch. fol. 235 d] 

925 And parui men mid mine here 

pat pi dpeolesong heo ne forlere 

Ich pisse men mid mine songe 
)at hi ne sunegi nopiht longe 

"ch bidde heom pat heo ispike 
930 pat (heo) heom seolve ne bispike 

For betere is pat heo pepen here 

pan elles hpar beon deovlene fere 
pe nihtegale pas agromed 

And ek heo pas sum del ofschomed 
935 For pe ule hire atpiten hadde 

In hpiche stude heo sat and gradd3 

Bihinde pe bure a mong pe peode 

Hpar men gop to heore neode 

And sat sum del and heo bipohte 
940 And piste pel on hire pohte 

3at prappe binimep monnes red 

!^r hit seide pe king Alfred 

Selde endep pel pe lope 

And selde plaidep pel pe prope 
945 For prappe meinp pe heorte blod 

pat hit fiopep so pilde fiod 

And al pe heorte overgep 

pat heo havep no ping bute brep 

And so forleost al hire liht 



950 



)at heo ne sihp sop ne riht 
)e nihtegale hi understod 
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And overgan let hire mod 

He mihte bet speken a sele 

])an mid prappe pordes dele 
955 Ule heo seide lust nii liider 

)u schalt falle pe fei is slider [ms. Cot. fol. 240 a] 

^u seist ich fieo bihinde bure 

:iit is riht pe bur is ure [ms. Arch. fol. 236 a] 

par laverd liggep and lavedi 
960 Ich schal heom singe and sitte hi 

penstu pat pise men forlete 

For fule fenne pe rihte strete 

Ne (pe) sunne pe later schine 

pe) hit beo ful ine neste pine 
965 Scholde ich for one hole brede 

Forlete mine rihte stede 

^at ich ne singe bi pe bedde 

)ar loverd havep his leove ibedde 

!3it is mi riht hit is mi la^e 
970 pat to pe hecste ich me dra^e 

Ac )ef pu ^elpst of pine songe 

pat pu canst ^oUe prope and stronge 

And seist pu pisest mancunne 

pat hi bipepen heore sunne 
975 Scholde euch mon poni and grede 

Riht spich hi peren unlede 

Scholde hi pollen al so pu dest 

Hi mihte afere heore preost 

Man schal beo stille and noht grede 
980 He mot bipepe his misdede 

Ac hpar is cristes heriinge 

par me schal grede and lude singe 

Nis noper to lud ne to long 

952 lette Cot. and Arch. cmp. I 8 and 1097 — 953 i sele Arch, 
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At rihte time chirchesong 
985 pu 3olst and ponest and ich singe 

^i stefne is pop and min skentinge 
liver mote pii ^oUe and pepen 

pat pu pi lif mote forleten 

And pollen mote pu so he^e 
990 pat ut berste bo pin(e) e^e [ms. Cot. fol. 240 b] 

Ipeper is betere of tpere tpom 

pat mon beo blipe oper grom [ms. Arch. fol. 236 bj 

So beo hit ever in unker sipe 

))at pu beo sori and ich blipe 
995 ^et pu aischest hpi ich ne tare 

Into oper londe and singe pare 

No hpat scholde ich a mong heom do 

)ar never blisse ne com to 

)at lond nis god ne hit nis este 
1000 Ac pildernisse hit is and peste 

Cnarres and eludes heovene tenge 

Snou and ha^el heom is genge 

pat lond is grislich and unfele 

pe men beop pilde and unisele 
1005 Hi nabbep noper grip ne sibbe ^j 

Hi ne recchep (nevre) hu hi liqbe 

Hi etep fisch and flesch unsode 

Spich pulves hadde hit tobrode 

Hi drinkep mile and hpei par to 
1010 Hi nutep elles hpat hi do 

Hi nabbep noper pin ne beor 

Ac libbep al so pilde deor 

Hi gop bituht mid ru)e felle 

Riht spich hi comen ut of helle 
1015 pe) eni god man to heom come 
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So h|?ile dude sum from Rome 

For heom to lere gode pepes 

And for to leten heore unpepes 

He mihte bet sitte stille 
1020 For al his hpile he scholde spille 

He mihte bet teche ane beore 

To pe^e hope scheld and spere 
)an me pat pilde folc ibringe 
)at hi me polde ihere singe [ms. Cot. fol. 240 c] 

1025 Hpat schold(e) ich par mid mine songe 

Ne sunge ich heom never so longe [ms. Arch. fol. 

Mi song pere ispild ech del 236 c] 

For heom ne mai halter ne bridel 

Bringe from heore pode pise 
1030 Ne mon mid stele ne mid ise 

Ac par lond is hope este and god 

And par men habbep milde mod 

Ich notie mid heom mine prote 

For ich mai do par gode note 
1035 And bringe heom leove tidinge 

For ich of chirchesonge singe 

Hit pas iseid in olde la^e 

And jet ilast pilke sopsaje 

)at man schal erien and sope 
1040 par he penp after sum god mope 

j'or he is pod pat sopep his sed 

par never gras ne springp ne bled 
pe ule pas prop to cheste rad 

Mid pisse porde hire e)en abrad 
1045 pu seist purest manne bures 
^ad par leves^eo^ and faire flures 
^^\ )ar tpo (lieove) in one bedde 
/Jl^ Liggep iciupi and pel bihedde 

Enes pu sunge ich pot pel hpare 
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1050 Bi one bure and poldest lere 

pe lefdi to an(e) uvel luve 

And sunge hope lo^e and buve 

And lerdest hi to don scliome 

And unriht of hire lichome 
1055 pe loverd pat sone under^at 

Lim and grine and pel ihpat 

Sette and leide pe for to lacche 

)u come sone to pan hacche [ms. Cot. fol. 240 d] 
)u pere inume in one grine 
1060 Al hit abohte pine schine [ms. Arch. fol. 236 d] 

pu naddest non oper dom ne la^e 

Bute mid pilde horse pere todra3e 

Fonde ^if pu miht eft misrede 

Hpeper pu pilt pif pe maide 
1065 pi song mai beo so longe genge 

pat pu schalt hpippen on a sprenge 
pe nihtegale at pisse porde 

Mid speorde and mid speres orde 

3if heo mon pere polde fihte 
1070 Ac po heo bet do ne mihte 

Heo faht mid hire pise tunge 

pel fiht pat pel specp seip in pe songe 

Of hire tunge heo nom red 

Pel fiht pat pel specp seide Alfred 
1075 Hpat seistu pis for mine schome 

pe loverd hadde her of grome 

He pas so gelus of his pive 

pat he ne mihte for his live 

Iseo pat man pip hire speke 
1080 pat his heorte nolde breke 

He hire bilek in one bure 

pat hire pas hope stronge and sure 

Ich hadde of hire milse and ore 
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And sori ]>as for hire sore 
1(»85 And skcnte hi mid mine songe 

Al pat ich mihte rape and longe 

For pnn pe cniht ]>as jnp me prop 

For rihte nipe ich ]^as him lop 

Ho dude me his o)ene scheme 
1090 Ac .al him turnde hit to grome 

]\\t underpat pe king Henri 

Jesus liis soule do merci [ms. Cot. fol. 241a] 

He let forbonne pene cniht 

])at hadde idon so muchel unriht [ms. Arch. fol. 237 a] 
1095 In so gode kinges londe 

For rihte nipe and fule onde 

Let pane lutle fu)el nime 

And him fordeme lif and lime 

Hit fas purpschipe al mine cunne 
1100 For pon pe cniht forles his punne 

And ^af for me an hundred punde 

And mine briddes seten isunde 

And hadde seoppe blisse and hihte 

And pere blipe and pel mihte 
1105 For pan ich pas so pel apreke 

Ever eft ich dar pe bet speke 

For hit bitidde ene spo 

Ich am pe blipure ever mo 

Nu ich mai singe lipar ich pulle 
1110 Ne dar me never eft mon agruUe 

Ac pu erming pu precche gost 

]hi ne canst finde ne pu nost 

An hoi) stoc hpar pu pe miht hude 

pat me ne tpenge pine hude 
1115 For children gromes heme and hine 

Hi penchep alle of pire pine 

3if hi mu^e iseo pe sitte 
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Stones hi dop in heore slitte 

And pe totorvep and tohenep 
1120 And pine fule bon toschenep 

3if pu art iporpe oper ischote 

)anne pu miht erest to note 

7or me pe hop in one rodde 

And pu mid pine fule codde 
1125 And mid pine ate(l)liche speore 

Biperest raanne corn from deore [ms. Cot. fol. 241 b] 

Nis noper noht pi lif ne pi bJod 

Ac pu art scheules spipe god [ms. Arch. fol. 237 b] 

par neope sedes beop isope 
1130 Pinnuc goldfiuch rok ne crope 

Ne dar par never cumen ihende 

3if pi buc hongep at pan ende 

par treon schulle a ^ere blope 

And ^unge sedes springe and grope 
1135 Ne dar no fu^el par to fonge 

3if pu art par over ihonge 

)i lif is cvre luper and cped 

^a nart noht bute ded 

Nu pu miht pite sikerliche 
1140 pat pine leches beop grisliche 

)e hpile pu art on lifda^e 

.^r hpane pu hongest isla^e 

3et hi beop of pe ofdradde 

pe fu^eles I)at pe er bigradde 
1145 Mid rihte men beop pip pe prope 

For pu singest ever of heore lope 

Al pat pu singst rape oper late 

Hit is ever of manne unhpate 

Hpane pu havest a niht igrad 
1150 Men beop of pe pel sore ofdrad 
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pu singst par sum man sclial beo ded 
Ever |)ii bodest sumne cped 
]Hi sing(e)st a^en ahte lure 
0[)er of sume freoudes rure 

1155 Oper pu bodest buses brune 

Oper ferde of maune oper peoves rune 

Oper pu bodest cpalm of orve 

Oper pat londfolc purp idorve 

Oper pat pif leost hire make 
1100 Oper pu bodest chaste and sake [ms. Cot. fol. 241c] 

Ever pu singest of manue harme 

)urh pe hi beop sorie and arme [ms. Arch. fol. 237 c] 

^u ne singst never one sipe 

pat hit nis for sume unsipe 
1165 Her fore hit is pat me pe schunep 

And pe totorvep and tobunep 

Mid stave and stone and turf and clute 

pat pu ne miht nohpar atrute 

Dahet ever spich budel in tune 
1170 pat ever beodep unpreste rune 

And ever bringep uvele tidinge 

And ever specp of uvele pinge 

God almihti purpe him prop 

And al pat periep linnene clop 
1175 pe ule nabod noht spipe longe 

Ac ^ef ondspare starke and stronge 

Hpat cpap heo artu ihoded 

Oper pu cursest al unihoded 

For prestes pike ich pat pu dest 
1180 Ich not ^ef pu pere evre prest 
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Ich not ^ef pu canst masse singe 

Inoli pu canst of (a)mansinge 

Ac hit is for pine aide nipe 

pat pu me acursedest oper sipe 
1185 Ac par to is lihtlich ondspare 

Drah to pe cpap pe cartare 

Hpi atpitestu me mine insihte 

And min ipit and mine mihte 

For ich am piti ful ipis 
1190 And pot al pat to cumen is 

Ich pot of hunger of hergonge 

Ich pot 3ef men schule libbe longe 

Ich pat )ef pif lust hire make 

Ich pat hpar schal beo nip and prake [ms.Cot. fol 241 d] 
1195 Ich pot hpo schal beon anhonge 

Oper elles fulne dep afonge 

3ef men habbep bataile inume 

Ich pat hpaper schal beon overcume 

Ich pat ^if c|>alm schal cumen on orve [ms. Arch. 
1200 And ^if deor schule ligge astorve fol- 237 d] 

Ich pot )ef treon schule blope 

Ich pat ^ef cornes schule grope 

Ich pot 3ef buses schule berne 

•Ich pot ^ef men schule eorne oper erne 
1205 Ich pot ^ef sea schal schipes drenche 

Ich pot 3ef smipes schule uvele clenche 

And ^et ich con muchel more 

Ich con inch in bokes lore 

And ek ich can of pe godspelle 
1210 More pan ich nule pe telle 

For ich at chirche cume ilome 

And muchel leorni of pisdome 
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Ich pat al of pe tacninge 

And of oper feole pinge 
1215 ^^f eni men sclial rem abide 

Al ich hit pot ar hit itide 

Ofte for mine muchele ipitte 

Pel sorimod and prop ich sitte 

Hpan ich iseo pat sum precchede 
1220 Is manne neh inoh ich grede 

Ich bidde pat men beon ipare 

And habbe gode redes ^are 

For Alfred seide a pis pord 

Euch mon hit scholde legge on hord 

1225 3ef pu isihst (him) er he beo icume 
His strengpe is him pel neh binume 
And grete duntes beop pe lasse 

3ef me ikepp mid iparnesse [ms. Cot. fol. 242 a] 

•And fleo schal topard mis^enge 
1230 3ef pu isihst hu fleo of strenge 

For pu miht blenche pel and fleo 

3if pu isihst heo to pe teo 

>at eni man beo falle in edpite 

ipi schal he me his sor atpite 
1235 pall ich iseo his harm bifore 

'."^e cumep hit noht of me par fore [ms. Arch. fol. 238a] 

^ah pu iseo pat sum blind mon 

)at nanne rihtne pei ne con 

To pare diche his dpeole fuliep 
1240 And fallep and par one suliep 

^enest pu pah ich al iseo 

^at hit for me pe rapere beo 

Al spo hit farep bi mine pitte 

Hpanne ich on mine bo^e sitte 
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1245 Ich pot and iseo spipe brihte 

An sume men cumep harm par rihte 
Schal he pat per of no ping not 
Hit pite me for ich hit pot 
Schal he his mishap pite me 
1250 For ich am pisure pan he 

Hpanne ich iseo pat sum precchede 
Is manne neh inoh ich grede 
And biddc inoh pat hi heom schikle 
V For topard heom is harm unmilde 
1255 Ac pah ich grede lude and stille 
Al hit itid purh godes pille 
H-p^ puUep men of me hi mene 
)ah ich mid sope heo ahpene 
)ah ich hi parni al pat ^er 
12G0 Nis heom per fore harm no pe ner 

Ac ich heom singe for ich polde [ms. Cot. fol. 242b] 
>at hi pel understonde scholde 
)at sum unselpe heom is ihende 
Ipan ich min huing to heom sende 
1265 Navep no man none sikerhede 
)at he ne mai pene and adrede 
)at sum unhpate neh him beo 
>ali he ne cunne hit iseo 
j'or pi seide Alfred spipe pel 
1270 And his pord pas godspel 

pat ever euch man pe bet him beo 
Ever pe bet he liine biseo j 

Ne truste no mon to his peole [ms. Arch. fol. 238 b] 
To spipe pah he habbe feole 
1275 Nis noht so hot pat hit nacolep 
Ne noht so hpit pat hit ne solep 
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Ne noht so leof pat hit nalopep 

Ne noht so glad pat hit napropep 

Ac evere euch ping pat eche nis 
1280 Agon schal and al pis porldes blis 

Nu pu miht piten redeliche 

f>at ever pu spekest gidiliche 

For al pat pu me seist for schame 

Ever pe seolve hit turnep to grame 
1285 Go so hit go at eche fenge 

f>u fallest mid pine a^ene spenge 

Al pat pu seist for me to schende 

Hit is mi purpschipe at pan ende 

Bute pu pille bet aginne 
1290 Ne schaltu bute schame ipinne 
pe nihtegale sat and sihte 

And hohful pas and ful pel mihte 

For pe ule spo ispeke hadde 

And hire speche spo iladde [ms. Cot. fol. 242 c] 

1295 Heo pas hohful and erede 

Hpat heo par after hire sede 

Ac no pe les heo hire understod 

Hpat heo seide ule artu pod 
>u ^elpest of selliche pisdome 
1300 pu nustest hpanene he pe come 

"iute hit of picchecrafte pere 

par of pu precche most pe skere 

3if pu pult a mong manne beo 

Oper pu most of londe fleo 
1305 For alle peo pat per of cupe 

Heo pere ifurn of prestes mupe 

Amansed spuch pu art ^ete 

pu picchecrafte never ne lete 
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Icli pe seide nu lutel ere 
1310 And pu askedest ^ef icli pere 

A bisemere to preoste ihoded [ms. Arch. fol. 238 c] 

Ac pe (a)mansing is so ibroded 

pah no preost a londe nere 

A }>recche na pe les pu |?ere 
1315 For ever euch child pe cleopep Me 

And ever euch man a precchjB ule 

Ich habbe iherd and sop hit is 

pe mon mot beo pel steorrepis 

And pite inoh of h]?iche pinge cume 
1320 So pu seist pat is (pin) ipune 

Hpat canstu precche ping of steorre 

Bute pat pu bipaitest hi feorre 

Al spo dep mani deor and man 

pe of spuche napiht ne can 
1325 On ape mai a hoc bihalde 

And leves penden and eft folde 

Ac he ne con pe bet par fore 

Of clerkes lore top ne more [ma. Cot. fol. 242 d] 

pah pu iseo pe steorre al spa 
1330 Nartu pe pisure never pe mo 

Ac 3et pu fule ping me chist 

And pel grimliche me atpist 

pat ich singe hi manne huse 

And teche pive breke spuse 
1335 pu liest ipis pu fule ping • 

)urh me nas never ischend spusing j 

Ac sop hit i% ich singe and grede 

par lavedies beop and faire maide 
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And sop hit is of luve ich singe 
1340 For god pif mai in spusinge 
. Bet luvien hire 03ene yere 

pane ahper hire copenere 

And maide mai luve cheose 

pat hire purpschipe ne forleose 
1345 And luvie mid rihte luve 

pane pe schal beon hire buve 

Spiche luve ich iteche and lere 

)er of beop al(le) mine ibere [m«. Arch. foL 238cl3 

)ah sum |>if beo of neache mode 
1350 For pummen beop of softe blode 

pat neo purh sume sottes lore 

pe ^eorne bit and sikep sore 

Misrempe and misdo sumne stunde 

Schal ich par fore beon ibunde 
1355 3if pmmen luviep unrede 

pitestu me heore misdede 

3ef pimmon penchep luvie derne 

Ne mai ich mine songes feme 

Pummon mai pleie under elope 
1360 Hpeper heo file fel pe yrope 

And heo mai do bi mine songe 

Hpeper heo pile pel pe pronge [mg. Ck>t. fol. 243 aj 

For nis a porlde^ ping so god 

pat ne mai do sum ungod 
1365 3if i^e hit pile turne a mis 

For gold and seolver god hit is 

And no pe les par mid pu miht 

Spusbruche buggen and unriht 

Pepne beop gode grip to halde 
1370 And no pe les par mid beop men acpalde 

A^eines riht an feole londe 
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J)ar peoves hi berep an honde 

Al spa hit is hi mine sohge 

pah he beo god me hine mai misfonge 
1375 And drahe hine to sothede 

And, to opre uvele dede 

Ac schaltu precche luve tele 

Beo hpuch heo beo uich luve is fele 

Bitpeone pepmon and pimmanne 
1380 Ac )ef heo is atbroide penne 

Heo is unfele and forbrode 

^rop purpe heom pe holi rode 

)e rihte icunde spo forbreidep 

%nder hit is pat heo napedep 
1385 And spo heo dop for heo beop pode [ms.Arch. fol.239a] 

pe bute neste gop to brode 

Pummon is of nesche flesche 

And flesches lust is strong to cpesche 

Nis punder nan pah he abide 
1890 For flesches lust hi makep slide 

Ne beop heo noht alle forlore 

pat stumpep at pe flesches more 

For moni pummon havep misdo 

)at (eft) arist up of pe slo ^' 
1395 Ne beop noht ones alle sunne 

For pan hi beop tpeire cuyne [ms. Cot. fol. 24Bb] 

Sum arist of pe flesches luste 

And sum of pe gostes custe 

pat flesch drahep men to drunkenesse 
1400 And to plonchede and to golnesse 

pe gost misdep purh nip and onde 

And seoppe mid murhpe of monnesShonde 

And ^eornep after more and more 
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And lutel recp of milce and ore 
1405 And sti^p on heh purh modinesse 

And overhohep pane lasse 

Sei me sop ^ef pu hit post ; 

Hpeper dep |>urse flesch pe gost 

pu miht segge ^ef pu pult 
1410 pat lasse is pes flesches gult 

Moni man is of his flesche clene 

pat is mid mode deovel imene 

Ne schal non mon pimman bigrede 

And flesches lustes hire upbreide 
1415 Spuch he may telen of golnesse 

pat sunegep purse in modinesse 

Hpat )if ich schulde a luve bringe 

pif oper maide hpanne ich singe 

Ich polde pip pe maide holde 
1420 3if pu hit const a riht atholde 

Lust nu ich segge pe hpar fore 

Up to pe toppe from pe more [ms. Arch. fol. 239 bj 

3®f maide luvep derneliche 

Heo stum pep and falp icundeliche 
1425 For pah heo sume hpile pleie 

Heo nis noht feor ut of pe peie 

Heo mai (^et) hire gult atpende 

A rihte peie purh chirche bende 

And mai eft habbe to make 
1430 Hire leofmon pipute sake [ms. Cot. fol. 243c} 

And gon to him bi daies lihte 

pat er stal to bi peostre nihte 

An )ungling not hpat spuch ping is 

His ^unge blod hit dra^ep a mis 
1425 And sum sot mon hit tihp par to 

Mid alle pan pat he mai do 
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He cumep and farep and beod abid 
And heo bistant and oversit 
And bisehp ilome and-Ionge 
1440 Hpat mai pat child pah hit misfonge 
Hit nuste never h|>at hit pas 
For pi hit pohte fondi pas 
And pite ipis hpuch beo pe gome 
pat of pe ]?ilde makep tome 
1445 Ne mai ich (noht) for reope lete 
Hpanne ich iseo pe tohte ilete 

)e luve bringp on pe ^unglinge 

)at ich of mur^pe heom ne singe 
' !ch teche heom bi mine songe 
1450 pat spuche luve ne lest noht longe 
For mi song lutle hpile ileste 

And luve ne dep noht bute reste 

On spuche childre and sone agep 

And falp a dun pe bote brep 
1455 Ich singe mid heom one pro)e 

Biginne on heh and endi la)e 

And lete mine songes falle 

An lutle hpile a dun mid alle 

)at maide pot hpanne ich spike [ms« Arch. fol. 239 c] 
1460 pat luve is mine songes iliche 

?0T hit nis buto a Intel brep 

)at sone cumep and sone gep 
^ )at child bi me hit understond 

And his unred to rede pend [ms. Cot. fol. 243 d] 

1465 And isihp pel bi mine songe 

pat dusi luve ne last noht longe 

Ac pel ich pule pat pu hit pite 

Lop me beop pives utschute 
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Ac pif mai of me nime ^eme 
1470 Ich ne singe noht h}>an ich teme 

And yi{ ah lete sottes lore 

pah spusingbendes punchep sore 

Punder me puncp fel stare and stor 

Hu eni mon so ever for 
1475 pat he his heorte mihte drive 

To do hit to opres mannes pive 

For oper hit is of tpam pinge 

Ne mai pat pridde no man bringe 

Oper pe laverd is pel aht 
1480 Oper aspunde and nis naht 

3ef he is purpful and aht man 

Nele no man pat pisdom can 

Hure of his pive do him schame 

For he mai him adrede grame 
1485 And pat he forleose pat per hongep 

pat him eft par to noht ne longep 

And pah he pat noht ne drede 

Hit is unriht and gret sothede 

To misdon one gode manne 
1490 And his ibedde from him spanne 

3ef hire laverd is forpurpe 

And unorne at bedde and at horde 

Hu mihte par beo eni luve 

Hpanne a spuch cheorles hue hire lai buve 
1495 Hu mai par eni luve beo 

Hpar spuch man gropep hire peo [ms. Arch. fol. 239d] 

Her hi pu miht pel understonde 

pat on is a reu pat oper schonde [ms. Cot. fol. 244a] 

To stele to opres mannes bedde 
1500 For ^if aht man is hire ibedde 

pu miht pene pat pe mistide 

Hpanne pu list bi hire side 
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And jef pe laverd is a |>recche 

H}>uch este mihtestu par fecche 
1505 3if P^ bipenchest hpo hire ofligge 

])u miht mid flaie pe este bugge 

Ich not hu mai eni freo man 

For hire sechen after pan 

3ef he bipencp bi hpan he lai 
1510 Al mai pe luve gan a fai 

pe ule i^as glad of spuche tale 

Heo pohte pat pe nihtegale 

pah heo pel speke at pe frume 

Hadde at pen ende misnume 
1515 And seide nu ich habbe ifunde 

pat maidenes beop of pine imunde 

Mid heom pu boldest and heom bi|>erest 

And overspipe pu hi herest 

Pe lavedies beop to me ipend 
1520 To me heo hire mone send 

For hit itit ofte and ilome 

pat pif and pere beop unisoma 

And per fore pe pere gulte 

pat leof is over pummon to pulte 
1525 And spenep on pare al pat he havep 

And sipep pare pat nopiht navep 

And havep at hom his rihte spuse 

Wes peste and lere huse 

^el punne ischrud and ifed prope 
1530 And let heo bute mete and elope 

Hpan he cumep ham eft to his pive 

Ne dar heo noht a pord ischire [ms. Cot. fol. 244 b) 

He chid and gred spuch he beo pod [ms. Arch. fol. 240a] 

And ne bringp hom non oper god 
1535 Al pat heo dep him is unpille 

Al pat heo spekep hit is him ille 
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And oft hpan heo noht ne misdep 

Heo havep pe fust in hire tep 

Nis nan mon pat ne mai ibringe 
1540 His pif amis mid spuche pinge 

Me hire mai so ofte misbeode 

pat heo do pule hire a^ene neode 

La god hit pot heo nah ipeld 

pah heo hine makie cukepeld 
1545 For hit itit ilome and ofte 

pat his pif is pel nesche and softe 

Of faire bleo and pel idiht 

(For) pi hit is pe more unriht 

)at he his luve spene on pare 
1550 pat nis purp on of hire hare 

And spuche men beop pel manifolde 

pat pif ne cunne noht a riht holde 

Ne mot non mon pip hire speke 

He penep heo pule an on tobreke 
1555 Hire spusing ^ef heo lokep 

Oper pip manne faire spekep 

He hire bilucp mid keie and loke 

par purh is spusing ofte ibroke 

For ^ef lieo is par to ibroht 
1560 Heo dep pat heo nadde er ipoht 

Dahet pat to spipe hit bispeke 

pah spuche pives heom apreke 

Her of pe lavedies to me menep 

And pel sore me ahpenep 
1565 Pel neh min heorte pule tochine 

Hpon ich biholde heore pine [ms. Cot. fol. 244 c] 

Mid heom ich pepe spipe sore 

And for heom bidde cristes ore 

pat (he) pe lavedi sone aredde 
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1570 And hire sende bete re ibedde [ms. Arch, fol 240 bj 

An oper ping ich mai pe telle 

j-at pii ne schalt for pine felle 

Ondspere none par to finde 

Al pi (di)sputing schal aspinde 
1575 Moni chapmon and moni cniht 

Luvep and halt his pif a riht 

And spa dep moni bondeman 

pat gode pif dep after pan 

And servep him to bedde and horde 
1580 Mid faire dede and faire porde 

And ^eorne fondep hu heo mu)e 

Do ping pat him beo idu3e 

pe laverd into pare peode 

Farep ut on pare beire neode 
1585 And is pat gode pif unblipe 

For hire laverdes utsipe 

And sit and sicp pel sore oflonged 

And hire sore an heorte ongrep 

Al for hire loverdes sake 
1590 Havep daies care and nihtes pake 

And spipe longe hire is pe hpile 

And eche stape hire puncp a mile 

Hpanne opre slepep hire abute 

Ich one luste par pipute 
1595 And pot of hire sore mode 

And singe a niht for hire gode 

And mine song for hire pinge 

Ich turne sum del to murninge 

Of hire seor^e ich here sume 
1600 For pan ich am hire pel pelcume [ms. Cot. fol. 244 d] 

Ich hire helpe hpat ich mai 
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For heo gep pane rihte pai 

Ac pu me ha vest sore igranied 

pat mine heorte is neh alamed 
1605 pat icli mai uneape speke 

Ac ^et ich pule forpure rcke 

pu seist pat ich am nianne lop [ms. Arch. fol. 240c] 

And ever euch man is pip me prop 

And me mid stone and lugge pretep 
1610 And me toburstep and tobetep 

And hpanne heo habbep me ofsla^e 

Heo hongep me on heore ha^e 

par ich aschepele pie and crope 

From pan pat par is isope 
1615 pah hit beo sop ich do heom god 

And for heom ich schedde mi blod 

Ich do heom god mid mine deape 

)ar fore pe is pel uneape 

j'or pah pu ligge dead and clinge 
1620 pi dep nis noht to none pinge 

Ich not never to hpan pu miht 

For pu nart bute a precche piht 

Ac pah mi lif me beo atschote 

pe )et ich mai do gode note 
1625 Me mai up one smale sticke 

Me sette a pude ine pe picke 

And spa mai mon tolli him to 

Lutle briddes and ifo 

And spa me mai mid me bi^ete 
1630 pel gode brede to his mete 

Ac pu nevre mon to gode 

Lives ne deapes stal ne stode 
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Ich not to hpan pu bredst pi brod 

Lives ne deapes ne dep hit god [ms. Cot. fol. 245 aj 
1635 pe nihtegale iherde pis 

And hupte uppon on blope ris 

And herre sat pan heo dude er 

Ule heo seide beo nu per 

Nulle ich pip pe plaidi na more [ms. Arch. fol. 240(1] 
1640 For her pu mist pi rihte lore 

pu ^elpest pat pu art manne lop 

And ever euch piht is pip pe prop 

And mid ^oUinge and mid igrede 

)u panst pel pat pu art unlede 

1645 pu seist pat gromes pe ifop 
And heie on rode pe anhop 
And pe totpicchep and toschakep 
And sume of pe scheples niakep 
Me puncp J)at pu forleost pat game 

1650 pu ^elpest of pire o^e schame 

Me puncp pat [)u me gest an honde 

)u ^elpest of pire 0)ene schonde 
^0 heo hadde peos pord icpede 

ieo sat in one faire stede 
1655 And par after hire stefne dihte 
And song so schille and so brihte 

)at feor and ner me hit iherde 

)ar fore an an to hire cherde 

)rusche and prostle and pudepale 

1660 And fu^eles hope grete and smale 
For pan heom puhte pat heo hadde 
)>e ule overcome heo gradde 
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And sungen al spa feole^ pise 

pat blisse pas a mong pc rise 
1665 Riht spa me gred pe manne a schame 

J)at tavelep and forieost pat game 
peos ule po heo pis iherde 

Havestu heo seide ibanned ferde [ms. Cot. fol 245 b] 

And pultu precche pip me fihte 
1670 Nai nai navestu none mihte 

Hpat gredep peo pat hider come [ms. Arch. fol. 241a] 

Me puncp pu ledest ferde to me 

3e schule pite ar ^e fleo heonne 

Hpuch is pe strengpe of mine cunne 
1675 For peo pe havep bile ihoked 

And clivres scharpe and pel icroked 

AUe heo beop of mine cunrede 

And polde cumen ^if ich bede 

pe seolve coc pat pel can fihte 
1680 He mot mid me holde mid rihte 

For hope pe habbep stefne brihte 

And sittep under peolcne bi nihte 

Schille ich an uthest up op grede 

Ich schal spo stronge ferde lede 
1685 pat oper prude schal afalle 

A tord ne ^ive ich for op alle 

Ne schal ar hit beo fulliche eve 

A precche feper on op bileve 

Ac hit pas unker forepard 



1690 



5o pe comen hiderpard 

)at pe par to holden scholde 

)at rihtne dom us )ive polde 
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pultu nu breke forepard 

Ich pene dom pe pancp to hard 
1695 For pu ne darst domes abide 

)u palt Bu precche fibte and chide 

Jet ich op alle polde rede 

Ar ich uthest uppon op grede 

pat (je) oper fihtlac letep beo 
1700 And ginnep rape a pei fleo 

For bi pe clivres pat ich here 

3ef 50 abidep mine here [ms. Cot. foL 245 c] 

3e schule on oper pise singe 

And cursi alle fihtinge 
1705 For nis of op non so kene 

)at durre abide mine onsene 

)eos ule spac pel baldeliclie 

7or pah heo nadde spo hpatliche 

Ifare after hire here 
1710 Heo polde no pe les ^eve anspere [ms. Arch. fol. 241b] 
pe nihtegale mid spuche porde 

For moni man mid speres orde 

Havep lutle strengpe and mid his schelde 

Ac no pe les in one felde 
1715 purh belde porde and mid ilete 

Dep his ifo for arehpe spete 

pe prenne for heo cupe singe 

par com in pare more^eninge 

To helpe pare nihtegale 
1720 For pah heo hadde stofne smale 

Heo hadde gode prote and schille 

And feole manne song a pille 

pe prenne pas pel pis iholde 

For pah heo nere ibred a polde 
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1725 Heo pas ito^en a mong monne 

And hire pisdom brohte ponne 

Heo mihte speke hpar heo polde 

Tofore pe kinge pah heo scholde 

Lustep heo cpap latep me speke 
1730 Hpat puUe 3e pis pais tobreke 

And do pan (kinge) spuche schame 

3et nis he nouper ded ne lame 

Unk sehal itide harm and schonde 

3ef 36 dop gripbruche on his londe 
1735 Latep beo and beop isome 

And farep riht to oper dome [ms. Cot. fol. 245 d] 

And latep dom pis plaid tobreke 

Al spo hit pas erur bispeke 
Ich an pel cpap pe nihtegale 
1740 Ac prenne noht for pire tale 

Ac do for mire lahfulnesse 

Ich nolde pat unrihtfulnesse 

Me at pen ende overcome 

Ich nam ofdrad of none dome 
1745 Bihote ich habbe sop hit is 

pat maister Nichole pat is pis 

Bitpihen us deme schule 

And 3et ich pene pat he pule 

Ac hpar mihte pe hine finde [ms. Arch. fol. 241c] 
1750 pe prenne sat in ore linde 

Hpat nute ^e cpap heo his horn 

He punep at Portes horn 

At one tune in Dorsete 

Bi pare see in ore utlete 
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1755 par he demep manie rihte dom 

And diht and prit mani pisdom 

And purh his mup and purh his honde 

Hit is pe betere in Scotlonde 

To seche hine is lihtlich ping 
1760 He navep bute one puning 

pat is bischopen muchel schome 

And alio pan pat of his nome 

Habbep iherd and of his dede 

Hpi nullep hi nimen lieom to rede 
1765 pat he pere mid heom ilome 

For teche heom of his pisdome 

And 3ive him rente on feole stude 

pat he mihte heom ilome heo mide 
Certes cpap pe ule pat is sop 
1770 peos riche men pel muchel misdop [ms. Cot. fol. 246 a] 
)at letep pane gode mon 
)at of so feole pinge con 

And ^ivep rente pel misliche 

And of him letep pel lihtliche 
1775 pip heore cunne heo beop mildre 

And ^evep rente lutle childre 

Spo heore pit hi demp adpole 

pat ever abid maister Nichole 

Ac ute pe pah to him fare 
1780 For par is unker dom al ^are 
Do pe pe liihtegale seide 

Ac hpa schal unker speche rede 

And telle tofore unker deme 
par of ich schal pe pel icpeme 
1785 Cpap pe ule for al ende of orde 

Telle ich con pord after porde [ms. Arch. fol. 241 d] 



1755 mony riht Arch, ri^te Cot — 1757 f Cot. — inu]>e Cot. and 
Arch. — 1758 into Cot. — 1759 hyne Arch. — 1760 wuning Arch, poll- 
ing Cot. ■— 1761 his Cot. — hiscopen Arch. — schame Cot. and 
Arch. — 1763 ihert Cot. — 1764 heo Arch. — 1766 vor Arch, — 
1767 a Cot. — vale Cot. and Arch. — 1768 mi^te Cot. — • be Cot 

— 1769 quaj) Arch, — hule Cot. — sod Cot. — 1770 muche mis- 
dod Cot. — 1772 fele Arch. — 1773 yevej) Arch. — 1775 pid Cot, 

— 1776 litle Cot, — 1777 so Arc?i. — deme]) Arch, — 1778 J>* 
cv' Arch. — 1779 ah Cot, and Arch. — 1781 nhtegale Cot, — 1782 
ah Cot. and Arch. — pa Cot. hwo Arch. — 1783 tovore Cot. and 
Arch, — 1784 iqueme Arch. — 1785 quep Arch. — houle Cot. 
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And ^ef pe [nncp pat ich misrempe 
pu stond a3ein and do me crempe 
Mid pisse porde forp hi ferde 
1790 Al bute here and bute ferde 
To Portes ham pat heo bicome 
Ac hu heo spedde of heore dome 
Ne can ich eu na more telle 
Her nis na more of pisse spelle 

1789 ferden Cot. and Arch. — 1790 verde Cot. and Arch. — 1791 
J)et (J>er?) hi ArcK — 1792 ah Cot. and Areh. — 1793 chan Cot. 
— 1794 J>is Cot 



Note on I. 432, read morewe for mo rewe. 
L. 1308 left out in ms. Arch, 



CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES. 



L. 8, wole, in ms. Cotton,^ is probably a mistake for uvele; cmp. 
I. 31 wl = vuL 

L. 10, hi ouffht to be he. 

L. 15, hope, in ms. Cotton., may as well be read boye. 

L, 14. beche, in ms. Arch., is perhaps the right reading = bseche, 
valley. 

L. 40, ^o^elinge, a mistake for jojjelinge, comiected with 0«rw.jo- 
dehi? 

L. 51, instead of fote (ms, uotf) Stevenson and Wright read note, 
which, howecer, would suit neither the context^ nor the rhyme. 

L. 69, J)e = ))i I. 277, 299 dc. 

L. 99, dahet. Old French dehait, afjliction, misfortune (Roquef. 
Qloss. 1, 354). 

L. 215, ware, in ms. Arch., would not suit the context and i$, 
therefore, to be considered as a blunder of the scribe. 

L. 240, in ms. Cotton, a later hand has inserted eyen after ni)t; 
a correction which is to be rejected, because it would spoil the sense 
and the metre. 

L. 242, the letters st of strind, in ins. Cotton., are expunged by a 
later hand; though I can not explain it satisfactorily, I have retained 
the origiiial reading, because rind does not well suit the context, and 
the corrector is not at all to be relied on. 

L. 248, atprenche (Stratmanns Diction, p. 669) might be easily 
mistaken for atprenche, because of the similarity of the letters p and 
.p; see note on I. 1125 and 1566. 

L. 270, e ought to be written, though it would not be pronounced 
before a rowel. 

L. 274, me, not in the manuscripts, is required by the sense and 
the metre. 

L. 353, overcpatien seems to mean cram to excess, and to he 
connected with the provincial Engl, quat (Stratm. Beitrage 425), 
Old French (\^i\QT (Roquef . Qloss. 2, 414, Diez etym. Worterb. 277). 

L. 367, licst, / must own, looks more like liest in the manuscripts, 
besides there would probably be lixt in "ms. Arch. I, therefore, have 
printed liest I. 1335. / 

L. 377, hoke]) (hooks), in both manuscripts, is perhaps a mistake 
for take J). 

L. 384, / have not altered an to and, because ms. Arch, has a, and 
there may be a possibility that a substantii^e dare turn up. 
, L. 406, the negative nispicst is required by the sense: *^For such 
becomes bold if thou fleest that will fiee if thou doest not cease (yield), ''^ 

L. 424, iseo]> is a mistake of the scribe for isihj) ; cmp, 7. 407, 

L. 478, heom = him. 
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L. 614, the sign in ms. Cotton, might he y, as well as "p; i¥ in 

r. Arch, decided me for pernen. 

L. 637, ifurne seems to be a substantive formed from ifurn. 

L. 682, pene, doubt; cmp. I. 239. 

L. 689, pest = pext 

L. 748, pes, perhaps (Stratm, Diction. 690), This old word the 
writer of ms. Arch, left out^ probably because he did not understand it, 

L. 749, al has been added by me for the sake of the metre, 

L. 764, solde, French solde? at all events it can not be scholde- 
(thould). 

L. 845, ^ene, for ^eine, /. 893 printed ^eue by Stevenson, ^eve by 
Wright. 

L. 932, beon (pre«. subj.) is required by beter is ; besides, to beon. 
would spoil the metre. 

L. 1047, ileove. Middle High Germ, geliebe, who are dear to one 
another. 

L. 1125, p, in ms. Cotton,, loolts almost like p; Stevenson and 
Wright, disregarding the rhyme, printed spore, 

L. 1172, ms. Cotton, reads an J)at ever; / have left out ))at as re- 
dundant and spoiling the metre; in ms. Arch, ever is left out. 

L 1195, the absurd reading of ms. Cotton, & honge originated in 
the thoughtless scribe^s mistaking an for and; it serves, however, to 
prove thai ms. Arch, is not copied from ms. Cotton, 

L 1246, an / have admitted, in consideration of I, 1199, 

L. 1319, might perhaps be amended thus: pat pite inoh of Spuche 
]>inge cume; then the sense would he: ''The maw must be well star- 
wise who know enough of the comifig of such things, as thou sayst 
that is thy custom^', 

L. 1322, the reading of the manuscripts biliaitest is not to be ex- 
plained; the conjectured bipaitest, although not found anywhere else, 
may mean regardest, beholdest, 

L. 1331, chist = chid St. 

L. 1334, the e of pife, in ms. Cotton., looks so much like t that, 
before I saw ms. Arch,, I thought pif t(o) was to be read, 

L. 1336, instead of J) (for \^ i. e. J)urh) me, Stevenson and Wright 
read in ms. Cot, J)ine, which, for the letters, they might be justified 
in doing, but not so for the sense and the metre; see I, 1351 and 
1757, 

L. 1348, alle is required by the metre, 
fer 6f| beoj) al|le min'| ib^jre, 
as well as by the grammar, ibere being plural = Anglo-Sax, gebseru; 
cmp, I. 222. 

L. 1353, misrempe, / think, is the right reading, though the manu- 
script looks very much like mis tempe, for which a later hand wrote 
steppe in the margin; see note on I. 248. 

it. 1370, the metre might be set right by substituting ^et for no 
J>e les. 

L. 1405, J)ury, in ms. Cot,, might as well be read J)urp and J)urJ>. 
The signs in hey and ))ury are quite alike; see note on I. 15 arid 
614. 

L. 1434, when using it, the author seems to have had child in hit 
mind. 
L. 1438, oyersit, supersedetf 
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L. 1447, wunglinge, in ms. Arch,, is an instance more of the seri^ 
he'^s mistaking w for 3 ; see note on I, 215 

L. 1476, the senseless reading ano, in ms. Cotton., arose from the 
scribe's mistaking t for \ (the sign for and) ; see h 1489, 

L. 1543, ipeld, / now think to he a substantive =: Anglo-Sax, ge- 
peald, power, 

L. 1566, the reading of ms. Arch, wine originated in the inad- 
vertent scribe's mistaking p for p. 

L. 1586, ut8i])e (Anglo-Sax, tltsid, departure) is, I own, a rather 
venturous conjecture, hut the only one I can make, 

L. 1588, ongre]) = angre))? 

L. 1602, forho^ej) (forhowej)) can not well be the right reading; 
it is, however, strange that both manuscripts should coincide in the^ 
mistake, 

L. 1733, inc would suit the context better than unc. 

L. 1764, heom = him? see note on I, 478, 

L. 1779, ute, see Dictionary i. v, "^ten. 
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